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conditions in this island as lie found them when he arrived
there in November 1876 can best be described in his own
wards :
"No battlefield could be more dismal and more shock-
ing. The huts of the people had been swept clean awn>,
and the remnants of the population were living under tem-
porary sheds or under trees. Numerous families had dis-
appeared altogether, and there was scarcely any which did
not lose some of its members. Grief itself was silenced,
for the calamity had been so awful, so instantaneous and so
universal, that the survivors were rather stunned than given
to sorrowing^ and I heard no sound of wail or lamentation.
The land was sprinkled with the dead, and the dead putre-
fying bodies caused no emotion, no disgust."
Inevitably, a disaster of this magnitude was followed by
another, namely, epidemic. Describing this, Romesh
Dutt wrote :
"The island was now overtaken by another calamity
scarcely less fatal than what had preceded. The numberless
carcasses of men and cattle had polluted the air and con-
taminated the tanks, and^ a cholera epidemic broke out, the
like of which I have never witnessed, nor would like to see
again. It spread in every village and affected almost every
homestead, and created a universal alarm. It swept away
the survivors of the storm-wave in many homesteads, and
the homesteads became deserted."
These conditions were sufficient to test the capacity of
any administrator, and it is a tribute to the administrative
ability and devotion of Romesh Dutt that he was able to
bring relief to the suffering humanity and earn the love and
respect of a grateful people. Referring to his services, the
Hindoo Patriot of the 8th July, 1877, stated:
"Every machinery or agency at his command is being
utilised for the purpose, and all concerned seem to be an-

